
….Indian Blue Chat  

     (Robin)  
….Rufous-tailed Scrub  

     Robin 

….Magpie-Robin 
….White-rumped Shama 

….Black (Indian) Robin 

….Pied Bushchat 
….Pied Wheatear 

….Desert Wheatear 

….Isabelline Wheatear 
….Ashy-headed  

     Laughing-Thrush* 

….Brown-capped   
     Babbler* 

….Ceylon Scimitar  

     Babbler* 
….White-throated (Tawny-   

     bellied)  Babbler 

….Black- (Dark-)        
     fronted Babbler 

….Yellow-eyed Babbler 

….Rufous (Orange- 
     billed) Babbler* 

….Southern Common 

     (Yellow-billed)  
     Babbler 

….Streaked Fantail 

     Warbler / Zitting  

     Cisticola 

….Franklin’s (Grey- 
     breasted) Prinia 

….Ashy Prinia 

….Large (Jungle) Prinia 
….White-browed (Plain) 

     Prinia 

….Common Tailorbird 
….Ceylon Warbler* 

….Lanceolated Warbler 

….Common  
     Grasshopper Warbler 

….Pallas’s Grasshopper 

     (Rusty-rumped)  
     Warbler 

….Blyth’s Reed Warbler 

….Clamorous Reed  
     Warbler 

….Syke’s Warbler 

….Booted Warbler 
….Dusky Warbler 

….Greenish Leaf Warbler /  

     Greenish Warbler 
….Green Leaf Warbler /  

     Bright-green Warbler 

….Large-billed Leaf  
     Warbler 

….Broad-tailed Grass  

     Warbler 
….Lesser Whitethroat 

….Hume’s Whitethroat 

….Grey Tit 
….Velvet-fronted  

     Nuthatch 

….Thick-billed 
     Flowerpecker 

….Legge’s (White- 

     throated)  
     Flowerpecker* 

….Tickell’s (Pale- billed) 

     Flowerpecker 
….Purple-rumped Sunbird 

….Purple Sunbird 

….Loten’s (Long-billed)  
     Sunbird 

….Ceylon Hill White-eye* 

….Small (Oriental) White-          
     eye 

….Black-headed Bunting 

….Red-headed Bunting 
….Common Rosefinch 

….White-throated Munia/  

     Indian Silverbill 
….White-rumped Munia 

….Ceylon Hill (Black- 

     throated) Munia 
….Spotted (Scaly- 

     breasted) Munia 

….Black-headed  

     (Tricoloured) Munia 

….House Sparrow 
….Yellow-throated  

     Sparrow / Chestnut- 

     shouldered Petronia 
….Striated (Streaked) 

     Weaver 

….Baya Weaver 
….Ceylon White-headed  

     Starling* 

….Grey-headed (Chestnut- 
     tailed) Starling 

….Daurian (Purple- 

     backed) Starling 
….Brahminy Myna 

….Rosy Starling 

….Common Myna 
….Ceylon Hill Myna* 

….Common (Lesser)  

     Hill Myna 
….European Golden 

     Oriole 

….Indian Golden Oriole 
….Black-naped Oriole 

….Black-headed Oriole 

….(Asian) Fairy Bluebird 
….Black Drongo 

….Grey (Ashy) Drongo 

….White-bellied  Drongo 
….White-vented Drongo** 

….Racket-tailed Drongo 

….Ceylon Crested        
     Drongo* 

….Ashy Swallow- 

     Shrike (Woodswallow) 
….Ceylon Blue Magpie* 

….House Crow 

….Jungle Crow 

 

 

*    Endemic species 
**  A race of the      

      immediately preceding   

      species 
***To be included in the 

      next revision of the 

      Ceylon Bird Club 
      Country List 

 

Adapted from Ceylon Bird 
Club. 2011.  Sri Lanka List 

(Country List) of bird 

species 
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A POCKET 

CHECKLIST  

       OF THE BIRDS OF 

     SRI LANKA 

 
        

        Location……………. 

        Date………………..... 
        Time………………… 

        Weather……………... 

 
  

          ….Little Grebe 

          ….Cape Petrel                    
          ….Barau’s Petrel 

          ….Bulwer’s Petrel 

          .…Jouanin’s Petrel 
          ….Streaked       

               Shearwater                      

          ….Wedge-tailed         
               Shearwater 

          ….Flesh-footed  

               Shearwater 
          ….Sooty Shearwater 

          ….Short-tailed 

               Shearwater 
          ….Wilson’s Storm    

               Petrel        
          ….Swinhoe’s Storm  

               Petrel 

          ….White-tailed 
               Tropicbird 

          ….Red-billed 

               Tropicbird     
          ….Spotted-billed 

               Pelican  

          ….Masked Booby 
          ….Brown Booby 

          ….Red-footed Booby          

          ….Little Cormorant         
          ….Indian Shag  

               (Cormorant) 

          ….Great Cormorant 
          ….Indian Darter           

          ….Lesser Frigatebird 

          ….Great Frigatebird    
          ….Christmas Island  

               Frigatebird 

          ….Little Egret 
          ….Indian (Western)  

               Reef Heron 

          ….Large (Great)  
               Egret 

          ….Median  

               (Intermediate) 
               Egret 

          ….Grey Heron 

          ….Goliath Heron 
          ….Purple Heron 

      ….Cattle Egret 

      ….Indian Pond Heron 
      ….Chinese Pond          

           Heron 

      ….Little Green                             
           (Striated) Heron 

      ….(Black-crowned) 

           Night Heron 
      ….Malay Bittern /  

           Malayan Night 

           Heron 
      ….Yellow Bittern 

      ….Chestnut   

           (Cinnamon)  
           Bittern 

      ….Black Bittern 

      ….Eurasian (Great)  
           Bittern      

      ….Painted Stork       

      ….(Asian) Openbill 
      ….Black Stork 

      ….White-necked  

           (Woolly-    
           necked)Stork 

      ….White Stork 

      ….Black-necked Stork 
      ….Lesser Adjutant 

      ….Glossy Ibis  

      ….White (Black-  

           headed) Ibis 

      ….(Eurasian) Spoonbill      
      ….Greater Flamingo  

      ….Large Whistling  

           Teal/Fulvous       
           Whistling Duck 

      ….Lesser Whistling  

           Teal / Lesser 
           Whistling Duck 

      ….Greylag Goose 

      ….Ruddy Shelduck 
      ….Comb Duck 

      ….Cotton Teal / Cotton  

           Pygmy Goose 
      ….Gadwall 

      ….Wigeon 

      ….Spot-billed Duck 
      ….(Northern) Shoveller 

      ….(Northern) Pintail 

      ….Garganey  
      ….Common Teal 

      ….Tufted Duck 

      ….Brown (Jerdon’s)   
           Baza    

      ….Black Baza 

      ….Crested (Oriental)  
           Honey Buzzard 

      ….Black-winged 

           (-shouldered) Kite 
      ….Black Kite 

….Brahminy Kite 

….White-bellied Sea  
     Eagle 

….Grey-headed Fishing 

     Eagle 
….Egyptian Vulture 

….Crested Serpent Eagle 

….Western (Eurasian)  
     Marsh Harrier 

….Pallid Harrier 

….Pied Harrier 
….Montagu’s Harrier 

….Crested Goshawk 

….Shikra 
….Besra Sparrowhawk 

….Eurasian  

     Sparrowhawk 
….Himalayan  

     (Common) Buzzard 

….Long-legged Buzzard 
….Black Eagle  

….Bonelli’s Eagle 

….Booted Eagle 
….Rufous-bellied  

     Hawk-Eagle 

….Crested (Changeable) 
     Hawk-Eagle 

….Mountain (Legge’s)  

     Hawk-Eagle 

….Osprey 

….Lesser Kestrel  
….Common Kestrel 

….Red-headed Merlin /  

     Red-necked Falcon  
….Amur (Red-footed)  

     Falcon 

….Indian (Oriental)  
     Hobby 

….Peregrine Falcon 

….Shaheen Falcon** 
….Painted Partridge  

     (Francolin)  

….Indian Grey Partridge/  
     Grey Francolin 

….Rain Quail 

….Blue-breasted Quail 
….Jungle Bush Quail 

….Ceylon Spurfowl* 

….Ceylon Junglefowl* 
….Indian Peafowl 

….Small Button Quail  

….Bustard-Quail /  
     Barred Buttonquail 

….Banded (Slaty- 

     legged) Crake 
….Blue-breasted  

     Banded (Slaty- 

     breasted) Rail 
….Eastern Water Rail 



….Corn Crake 

….White-breasted  
     Waterhen 

….Baillon’s Crake 

….Ruddy (Ruddy- 
     breasted) Crake 

….Watercock 

….Purple Coot  
     (Swamphen)  

….Common Moorhen 

….Common (Eurasian) 
     Coot 

….Pheasant-tailed    

     Jacana 
….(Greater) Painted Snipe 

….(Eurasian)  

     Oystercatcher 
….Asiatic (Pacific)  

     Golden Plover 

….Grey Plover 
….Common Ringed 

     Plover 

….Little Ringed Plover 
….Kentish Plover 

….Lesser Sand  

     (Mongolian) Plover 
….Large (Greater) Sand  

     Plover  

….Caspian Plover 

….Oriental Plover 

….Yellow-wattled 
     Lapwing 

….Grey-headed Lapwing 

….Red-wattled Lapwing 
….Sociable Lapwing 

….(Eurasian) Woodcock 

….Wood Snipe 
….Pintail Snipe 

….Swinhoe’s Snipe 

….Common Snipe 
….Great Snipe 

….Jack Snipe 

….Black-tailed Godwit 
….Bar-tailed Godwit 

….Whimbrel 

….Eurasian Curlew 
….Spotted Redshank 

….Common Redshank 

….Common Greenshank 
….Marsh Sandpiper 

….Green Sandpiper 

….Wood Sandpiper 
….Terek Sandpiper 

….Common Sandpiper 

….(Ruddy)Turnstone 
….Asian Dowitcher 

….Great Knot 

….Red Knot 
….Sanderling 

….Little Stint 

….Red-necked (Rufous- 
     necked) Stint 

….Temminck’s Stint 

….Long-toed Stint 
….Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

….Pectoral Sandpiper 

….Dunlin 
….Curlew Sandpiper 

….Spoon-billed Sandpiper 

….Buff-breasted 
     Sandpiper 

….Broad-billed Sandpiper 

….Ruff 
….Black-winged Stilt 

….(Pied) Avocet 

….Red-necked Phalarope 
….Crab Plover  

….Indian Stone Curlew / 

     Eurasian Thick-knee                   
….Great Stone Plover / 

     Great Thick-knee 

….Indian Courser 
….Collared Pratincole 

….Large (Oriental)      

     Pratincole 
….Small Pratincole 

….Brown Skua 

….Pomarine Skua (Jaeger) 

….Arctic Skua /Parasitic  

     Jaeger) 
….Sooty Gull 

….Heuglin’s Gull 

….Great Black-headed 
     (Pallas’s) Gull 

….Brown-headed Gull 

….Common Black-headed            
     Gull  

….Slender-billed Gull 

….Gull-billed Tern 
….Caspian Tern 

….Lesser Crested Tern 

….Large (Great) Crested  
     Tern 

….Sandwich Tern 

….Roseate Tern 
….Black-naped Tern 

….Common Tern 

….Little Tern 
….Saunders’s Tern 

….Bridled Tern 

….Sooty Tern 
….Whiskered Tern 

….White-winged Black  

     Tern 
….Brown Noddy 

….Lesser Noddy 

….Rock Pigeon 
….Ceylon Wood Pigeon* 

….Purple Wood Pigeon / 

     Pale-capped Pigeon 
….Rufous (Oriental) 

     Turtle Dove  

….Spotted Dove  
….Red Turtle Dove / 

….(Eurasian) Collared  

     Dove  
….Emerald Dove 

.…Orange-breasted  

     Green Pigeon 
….Pompadour (Ceylon)  

     Green Pigeon* 

….Yellow-legged  
     (footed) Green Pigeon 

….Green Imperial  

     Pigeon 
….Ceylon Lorikeet* 

….Alexandrine Parakeet 

….Rose-ringed Parakeet 
….Blossom-headed (Plum-    

     headed) Parakeet 

….Layard’s Parakeet* 
….Green-billed Coucal* 

….Common (Greater)  

     Coucal 
….Sirkeer 

….Red-faced Malkoha* 

….Blue-faced Malkoha 

….Red-winged Crested  

     (Chestnut- Winged)  
     Cuckoo  

….Pied Crested  

     (Jacobin) Cuckoo  
….Indian Koel 

….(Asian) Emerald 

     Cuckoo 
….Bay-banded Cuckoo 

….Indian Plaintive  

     (Grey-bellied) Cuckoo 
….Drongo-Cuckoo 

….Common Hawk- 

     Cuckoo  
….Small (Lesser) Cuckoo 

….Indian Cuckoo 

….Common (Eurasian) 
     Cuckoo 

….Barn Owl 

….Ceylon Bay Owl 
….Serendib Scops Owl* 

….Little (Oriental)  

     Scops Owl 
….Collared (Indian)  

     Scops Owl 

….Forest (Spot-bellied)  
     Eagle- Owl 

….Brown Fish Owl 

….Brown Wood Owl 
….Jungle Owlet 

     ….Chestnut-backed  

          Owlet* 
     ….Brown Hawk-Owl 

     ….Short-eared Owl 

     ….Ceylon Frogmouth 
     ….Great Eared Nightjar        

     ….Grey (Highland)     

          Nightjar    
     ….Long-tailed  

          (Jerdon’s) Nightjar  

     ….Indian Nightjar 
     ….Edible-nest Swift /  

          Indian Swiftlet 

     ….Brown-throated  
          Spinetail Swift / 

          Brown-backed  

          Needletail 
     ….(Asian) Palm Swift 

     ….Alpine Swift 

     ….Pacific Swift 
     ….House (Little) Swift 

     ….Crested (Grey- 

          rumped) Tree- Swift 
     ….Ceylon (Malabar)  

          Trogon 

     ….Common Kingfisher 
     ….Blue-eared   

          Kingfisher 

     ….Indian Three-toed  

          (Black- backed) 

          Kingfisher                          
     ….Stork-billed   

          Kingfisher 

     ….White-breasted  
          Kingfisher 

     ….Black-capped Purple   

          Kingfisher 
     ….Pied Kingfisher 

     ….Little Green Bee- 

          eater 
     ….Blue-tailed Bee-eater 

     ….European Bee-eater 

     ….Chestnut-headed  
          Bee-eater 

     ….European Roller***  

     ….Indian Roller 
     ….Broad-billed Roller  

          (Dollarbird) 

     ….Hoopoe 
     ….Ceylon Grey     

          Hornbill* 

     ….Malabar Pied 
          Hornbill 

     ….Brown-headed 

          Barbet 
     ….Yellow-fronted   

          Barbet* 

     ….Ceylon Small   
          Barbet* 

    ….Crimson-breasted  

         (Coppersmith) Barbet 
    ….(Eurasian) Wryneck 

    ….(Brown-capped)  

         Pygmy Woodpecker 
    ….Yellow-fronted Pied  

         (Yellow-crowned)   

         Woodpecker 
    .…Rufous Woodpecker 

    ….Lesser Yellow-naped     

         Woodpecker 
    ….Scaly-bellied (Streak- 

         throated) Woodpecker 

    ….Golden-backed]Black  
         Woodpecker ]rumped 

     ….Red-backed] Flame      

         Woodpecker **]back                          
    ….Crimson-backed  

         Woodpecker*/Greater  

         Flameback* 
    ….Black-backed Yellow 

         (White-naped)  

         Woodpecker 
    ….Indian Pitta 

    ….Jerdon’s Bushlark 

    ….Ashy-crowned Finch- 
         Lark (Sparrow-Lark)     

    ….Indian (Oriental) 

         Skylark 

    ….Sand Martin 

    ….Dusky Crag Martin 
    ….Common (Barn) 

         Swallow 

    ….Hill (Pacific) Swallow 
    ….Wire-tailed Swallow 

    ….Red-rumped Swallow 

    ….Ceylon Swallow* 
    ….Indian Cliff /Streak- 

         throated Swallow 

    ….Forest Wagtail 
    ….White Wagtail 

    ….Large Pied (White- 

         browed) Wagtail        
    ….Citrine Wagtail 

    ….Yellow Wagtail 

    ….Grey Wagtail 
    ….Richard’s Pipit 

    ….Indian (Paddy field)  

         Pipit 
    ….Tawny Pipit 

    ….Blyth’s Pipit 

    ….Indian Tree Pipit /  
         Olive-backed Pipit 

    ….Red-throated Pipit 

    ….Large Cuckoo-Shrike 
    ….Black-headed  

         Cuckoo-Shrike 

    ….Small Minivet 
    

….Orange (Scarlet)  

     Minivet 
….Pied (Bar-winged) 

     Flycatcher-Shrike 

….Ceylon Wood-   
     Shrike* 

….Indian Paradise  

     Flycatcher 
….Ceylon Paradise  

     Flycatcher** 

….Black-naped Monarch 
….White-browed Fantail  

….Black-capped Bulbul* 

….Red-vented Bulbul 
….Yellow-eared Bulbul* 

….White-browed Bulbul 

….Yellow-browed  
     Bulbul 

….Black Bulbul 

….Common Iora 
….Marshall’s Iora 

….Gold-fronted  

     Chloropsis (Leafbird) 
….Jerdon’s Chloropsis  

     (Leafbird) 

….Brown Shrike 
….Philippine Shrike** 

….Bay-backed Shrike 

….Rufous-rumped 

     (Long-tailed) Shrike 

….Southern Grey Shrike 
….Pied Ground Thrush 

….Orange-headed  

     Ground Thrush 
….Spotted-winged  

     Thrush* 

….Ceylon Scaly Thrush* 
….Blackbird  

     (Eurasian/Indian) 

….Eyebrowed Thrush 
….Ceylon Whistling  

     Thrush* 

….(Asian) Brown  
     Flycatcher 

….Layard’s (Brown- 

     breasted) Flycatcher 
….Yellow-rumped 

     Flycatcher 

….Kashmir Flycatcher 
….Dusky-blue 

     Flycatcher* 

….Blue-throated  
     Flycatcher 

….Tickell’s Blue  

     Flycatcher 
….Grey-headed  

     (Canary-) Flycatcher 

….Blue Rock Thrush  
….Bluethroat 


